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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PORT, OAU, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: SOMALI MINISTER’S OAU PRESS CONFERENCE 

REES: A. LIBREVILLE 1678 

B. LIBREVILLE 1697 

C. LIBREVILLE 1657 

SUMMARY: IN JULY 5 PRESS CONFERENCE, HEAD OF SOMALI DELEGATION 
ARTICULATELY STATED GSDR'S CASE AGAINST ETHIOPIA, CONDEMNED 
EPMG FOR CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, AND DENIED EPMG 
CHARGES OF SABOTAGE, SUBVERSION AND COODINATED SOMALI- 
SUDANESE CONSPRIACY. HE DOWNPLAYED GSDR'S PROBLEMS WITH 
KENAY AND EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER SOVIET AND OTHER MILITARY 
SUPPORT EOR EPMG. END SUMMARY. 

1. HUSSEIN ABDUL KADIR KASSIM, SOMALIA' MINISTER FOR 

MINERAL AND WATER RESOURCES AND HEAD OF GSDR' OAU DELEGATION, 
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HELD PRESS CONFERENCE JULY 5 IN RESPONSE TO NUMEROUS 
REQUESTS FROM JOURNALISTS. HIS REPLIES 
WERE UNUSUALLY ARTICULATE, AND PUT GSDR'S POLICIES IN 
MOST FAVORABLE LIGHT POSSIBLE. 

2. MINISTER BLAMED EPMG FOR POLARIZING HORN, STATING 
EVENTS IN ETHIOPIA AEFECTED GSDR BOTH DIRECTLY AND 
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INDIRECTLY (SINCE MANY SOMALIS STILL UNDER EPMG COLONIAL 
DOMINATION). HE SAID WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN ETHIOPIA 
WAS "CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY PERPETRATED IN NAME OF 
SOCIALIST REVOLUTION" ANDMADE CONTINUOUS REEERENCE 
TO ORGY OE BLOODSHED AND WANTON KILLING IN ETHIOPIA. 

MINISTER NOTE EPMG FOND OF RELATING HOW EMPEROR HAD 
SUPPRESSEDN EWS OF 250,000 DEATHS IN FAMINE, AND 
THEREFORE STATED NEW REIME SHOULD NOT OBJECT TO 
SOMALIA'S CALLING TO ATTENTION OF WORLD COMMUNITY 
FACT THAT WILLFUL MURDERS BY PRESENT REGIME EXCEDED 
FAMINE DEATHS. 

3. MINISTER REFERED TO ETHIO-SOMALI CONFLICT AS 
COLONIAL DISPUTE AND REJECTED VIW IT COULD BE DEFINED 
AS BOUNDARY DISPUTE. EPMG WAS INDEPENDENT, CLASSIC 
COLONIAL STATE WHICH HAD DISMEMBERED TRADITIONAL SOMALI 
NATION IN COLLUSION WITH COLONIAL POWERS. CASE OE 
WESTERN SOMALIA WAS THERFORE PERFECTLY ANALOGOUS TO 
ZIMBABWE OR ANMIBIA. OAU RESOLUTION OF 1964 ON MAINTENANCE OF 
COLONAIL BOUNDARIES WAS NOT APPLICABLE 

IN SOMALI CASE SONCE: (A) RESOLUTION ASSUMES COLONIAL 
POWER HAD DEPARTED, AND IN THIS CASE COLONIAL POWER 
STILL REMAINED; (B) ARMED OPPOSITION TO TEHIOPIAN 
COLONIALISM PRECEDED OAU RESOCLUTION AND WAS CONTINUING; 

AND (C) CHARTER RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION APPLIED. 

WESTERN SOMALI CASE SHOLD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH PROBLEMS 
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OF SMALL OPPRESSED MINORITIS ELSEWHERE, HE SAID , SINCE 
AREA IN QUESTION TOTALLY SOMAL AND PART OP TRADITIONAL 
SOMALI NATION. 

4. MINISTER STATED GSDR HAD CATEGORICALLY DENIED BEFORE 
SUMMIT EPMG'S CHARGES THAT GSDR RECRUITS AND TRAINS 
TERRORISTS, AND SIMILIARLY STATED TO PRESS THAT GSDR NOT 
CARRYING OUT SABOTABE AND SUBVERSION IN ETHIOPIA. GSDR 
FAVORED PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO SETTLE BOTH ETHNIC SOMALI 
QUESTION AND ERITREAN PROBLEM. HOWEVER, BOTH ERITREAN 
AND SOMALI LIBERATION MOVEMENTS HAD SUPPORT OP GSDR 
WHICH COULD NOT SIT QUIETLY ON SIDELINES WHILE ETHNIC 
SOMALIS BEING MASSACRED BY EPMG. 

5. MINISTER DENIED ANY COORDINATD CONSPRIACY EXISTED 
BETWEEN GSDR AND SUDAN, STATING THAT MENISUT EVOKING 
CONSPIRACY THEORY BECAUSEOF HIS OWN INTERNAL WEAKNESS. 

6. ON KENYA, MINISTER INDICATED THAT CLOSE FRATERNAL 
TIES EXISTED BETWEEN BARRE AND PRESIDENT KENYATTA, AND 
HE DOWN PLYAED SIGNIFICANCE OF KENYAN CHARGES AT OAU 
MINISTERIAL (LIBREVILLE 1657). 
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7. ON SOVIETS, MINISTERSSAID THAT SOMALIS DID NOT EASILY 
WALK AWAY EROM ERIEND AND THAT LONGSTANDING GOOD RELATIONS 
HAD EXISTED BETWEEN GSDR AND SOVIET UNION. HOWEVER, 

GSDR VIEWED WITH CONCERN BOTH SOVIET AND MANY OTHER STATES 
MILITARY SUPPORT EOR EPMG. MINSTER DREW COMPARISION TO 
PAST US MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH EHTIOPIA, STATING 
THAT HIS NATURALLY HAD AEEECTED USG/GSDR RELATINS. STEIGMAN 
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